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and when a man deliberately becomes a Roman Catholic
he must be held to accept distinctly the principles of his
new Creed. . . . It is a melancholy spectacle, but it
indicates a weakness which is not an English charac-
teristic, and, though we may grudge to the Roman
Catholic clergy Lord Ripon's wealth and such social
influence as he may retain, we may be sure that the
material advantages he may bring to them will be their
only acquisition. * , ."

This was the note of almost all the newspaper com-
ments. The only noticeable variations were due to
party or sectarian bias. Thus the Conservative press,
with the Standard (September 7) at its head, while
equally convinced with The Times that no Roman
Catholic convert could be a good Englishman, affected
to see in the " fatal obliquity of temperament" which
led to such conversions a monopoly of Liberal states-
men. The organs of Church and Chapel also pointed
their own special morals. The Church Times (Septem-
ber 18) regarded the defection as all the fault of the
Public Worship Bill, and the Nonconformist (Septem-
ber 16) declared it to be the inevitable consequence of
the necessarily anarchic condition of an Established
Church. On one point there was complete agreement.
It was that " the pervert Marquis," as the English Inde-
pendent (September to) called him, had committed
political suicide and that English public life would know
him no more.

Ripon himself did not altogether share this latter
view. He had at one time feared that he would have
to make the sacrifice, and he had resolved to resign
himself to it for conscience sake,1 but he was soon
persuaded to a more hopeful frame of mind. His new
religious mentors insisted that upon no account should
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